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Abstract 
The presentation provides a brief review of recent cross-cultural research on personality traits at both cultural 

and individual levels. It is argued that national mean scores of personality traits demonstrate a consistent pattern 

in their geographic distribution, a substantial level of agreement between self- and other-ratings, and a 

meaningful configuration of correlations with several relevant culture-level indicators but are unsystematically 

related to national character stereotypes. Warmth and wealth seem to be common determinants of national 

stereotypes; yet the origins of national character stereotypes probably differ from country to country. National 

character stereotypes about one’s own nation are also formed in contrast to a dominant neighboring nation or 

to people’s self-rated personality traits: the typical ingroup or outgroup member is portrayed in less socially 

desirable terms than people’s ratings of their own personality 
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