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Abstract 

The most interesting jokes are those that stop at the boundaries of two cultures or else get transformed: the 

political jokes of socialism that do not spread to democratic: societies, the American jokes about lawyers that do 

not flourish in: Europe, jokes about "dirty" minorities, disaster jokes , mother in law: jokes, French jokes about 

the SWISS. Likewise some jokes get subtly changed as they move from America to Britain notably blonde jokes 

Their absence in some societies and failure or changes when introduced into others tell us how and why they 

work in the societies with they flourish and also: help to undermine "theories" about them that imply they are 

universal. The talk will draw on Durkheim and be critical of so-called dynamic psychology. 
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