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Summary of talk
Empirical studies clearly show that people tend to choose partners to whom they are similar.
Several studies investigated couple similarity on various personality variables and mostly
supported the notion of dyadic similarity in personality. However, only one research used the
Five-Factor Model (Botwin et al., 1997). This talk will present data obtained from 170
couples with the NEO-PI-R. We observed that mates tend to be similar and that this similarity
is affected by marital satisfaction. The highest correlation between the scores of spouses was
found for Openness (r = .50) and more precisely for Openness to Values (r=.53). Couples with
a low marital satisfaction score, tend to compensate differences on Neuroticism with a greater
similarity on Agreeableness and Conscientiousness. Overall, we observed a negative
correlation between marital satisfaction and Neuroticism and positive correlations between
marital satisfaction and Openness and Agreeableness. These correlations were different for
wives and husbands. Moreover, the number of children was negatively correlated with
Openness (r=-.21) after having controlled for age. These results will be discussed according to
the assortative mating theory and the evolutionary hypotheses about personality of Buss
(1991).
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